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ASIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY HUB 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.26 pm]: I will be brief. I would like to mention my concerns 
about the Asian Renewable Energy Hub. It is claiming to produce 33 terawatt hours, based on 10 hours of 
uninterrupted sun and wind each day. This is very difficult to believe, because in reality it should allow for 
three hours of wind power and seven hours of solar. This 33 terawatt hours is based on six gigawatts of wind and 
three gigawatts of sun. Closer to the truth is actually 14.2 terawatt hours of power. The distance between Broome 
and Jakarta is 2 120 kilometres, and the distance between Broome and Singapore is 2 994 kilometres. This would 
require 5 000 kilometres of direct current cable to be run under the sea. Of the 33 terawatt hours that are going to 
be produced, 20 terawatt hours would be for export. The cable alone, to export this amount of power, would be 
cost prohibitive. Nearly 12 000 hectares of natural bush would need to be flattened to accommodate the installation 
footprint, and so far they have not come up against any troglofauna, which is the next problem they will have to 
put up with. The subsidies are the only reason I can see that would attract such a folly as this proposed industry in 
the Pilbara. Also, the life expectancy of 60 years could never recover the costs of such an installation. Another 
concern is that all the equipment for this installation will be built in Indonesia. All the wind and solar generators 
will come from that end. The only benefit we get is from the generation of the electricity. This project will never 
get off the ground, hopefully, because in the end it will cost us a lot of money. It is very similar to the national 
broadband network, the $42 billion original cost of which was worked out on the back of an envelope. This is very 
much the same. 
 


	ASIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY HUB
	Statement


